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The Prophets Foretold Messiah’s Coming
Those who teach children should read study #35 for children.
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1. Prepare with prayer and the Word to teach about
messianic prophecies.

Prayer. “Heavenly Father, please, help my flock to rejoice in how
you fulfilled so many predictions about the coming of Jesus, the
Messiah, and help them to hope for his return.”

Background Notes

NOTE A. “Messiah” is a title that Jewish people gave to their
kings in Old Testament times. They also used the title Messiah to talk
about a great king who would someday come and rule over all the earth.
Messiah means “anointed one” and is often translated as Christ. So, the
name Jesus Christ means Messiah Jesus.

NOTE B. The Jewish people have had nearly 4000 years of
history, starting with their ancestor, Abraham. They waited 2000 years
for Messiah to come. When he came, many believed in him, but most
did not. 2000 years later, many Jewish people today believe that Jesus is
their Messiah, but most do not. Many unbelieving Jews are still waiting
for Messiah.

NOTE C. There are many reasons for which we know that the
Bible is true and that Jesus is the Messiah: (1) Jesus did many things
that only God can do; (2) God answers our prayers made in Jesus’
name; (3) we have seen miracles and visions of Jesus; (4) Jesus is
stronger than all other spirits; (5) Christ gives us joy and peace; (6) no
one else is like Jesus; (7) the Holy Spirit living in believer’s hearts bears
witness to the truth.

Another reason to believe is that the Bible long ago made
hundreds of predictions, and many have already come true. In the Old
Testament, the prophets made around 210 predictions about the coming
Messiah. In the New Testament, Jesus fulfilled about 150 of those
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Explain background notes A, B, C, or D, if any of them would be
helpful to the believers and seekers in the worship meeting.

Let the children present to the adults the things that they have
prepared.

To introduce the Lord’s Table, read aloud 1 Corinthians 11:26.
Explain that Christians have been taking the bread and cup together for
nearly 2000 years while waiting for Messiah to return and fulfil the rest
of his promises.

Memorize together Luke 24:27. “Jesus quoted passages from the
writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining what all the
Scriptures said about himself.”

Form small groups of two and three to pray together, discuss the
ancient prophecies about Jesus, confirm plans, and encourage one
another.
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David (1 Samuel 16-31 and 2 Samuel chapters 1 through 24),
Elijah (1 Kings chapters 17 through 19 and 2 Kings chapter 2).

2. Plan with your co-workers activities for the coming week.

In your visiting and witnessing, explain to people how the
prophets predicted Messiah’s coming and how Jesus fulfilled those
predictions. Visit believers and seekers who have doubts, and encourage
them to think about reasons for faith. Pray with them for Jesus to bless
them and show himself to be good and powerful.

e If the new leaders that you are mentoring have people who need
assurance that the Bible is the Word of God, have them also read
this study.

¢ [If some of the believers like to read and study the Bible, ask them to
discover the likenesses and contrasts between Jesus and Old
Testament leaders, from the list above.

3. Plan with your co-workers the up-coming worship
meeting.

Have the believers read together from the Bible several Old
Testament predictions and their New Testament fulfilments. Ask each
time in what way Jesus fulfilled the prophecy.

Explain that predictions fulfilled in the past give to us confidence
that the rest of the predictions will be fulfilled in the future.

Explain the likenesses and contrasts between Jesus and at least
one of the Old Testament leaders listed above.
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predictions, and he said that he would fulfil the rest of them when he
will return to earth, some day.

NOTE D. Christians are Jews and non-Jews who believe that
Messiah has come as promised, and that He is Jesus. Christians also
believe that Messiah Jesus will return to earth some day as promised.

Compare Old Testament predictions with their
New Testament fulfilments

e Isaiah 9:6-7 with Matthew 2:1-11 about a special child who would
be born as king.

e  Micah 5:1 with Matthew 2:1-11 about where the Messiah would
be born.

e JIsaiah 11:1-4 with Matthew 5:1-12 about wisely guiding the meek
and the poor.

e Isaiah 53:4 with Matthew 8:14-17 about healing people’s diseases.

¢ Deuteronomy 18:15 with John 6:10-15 about miraculously giving
bread to people.

¢ Daniel 9:25-26 with Matthew 24:14-25 about persecution after
Messiah’s coming.

e Zechariah 9:9 with Matthew 21:1-11 about Messiah entering
Jerusalem riding on a donkey.

e Jeremiah 31:31-34 with Luke 22:17-22 about establishing the
New Covenant.

e Jsaiah 53:12 with Luke 22:37 about Messiah’s being numbered
with transgressors.

e Psalm 22:14-18 with Matthew 27:32-50 about Messiah’s
crucifixion.
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e Zechariah 12:10 with John 19:34-37 about how Messiah was
pierced with a spear.

e JIsaiah 53:7-8 with Acts 8:29-35 about Messiah’s death as a
sacrifice for our sins.

e Psalm 16:9-11 with Luke 24:46—-48 and Acts 2:22-28 about
Messiah’s resurrection

Another kind of prophecy includes many Old Testament patterns
that are fulfilled by Jesus. For example, Jesus is called the ‘Final
Adam’ in 1 Corinthians 15:45, and there are several important
likenesses and contrasts between Jesus and Adam in Romans 5:12-

12 and 1 Corinthians 15:20-23, 45-50. Both Jesus and Adam were heads
of a new human race, and both brought far-reaching results upon their
race because of what they did.

Jesus resisted when Satan tempted him.

For a special study (which will take a lot of well-spent time) we
recommend discovering the many comparisons and contrasts between
Jesus and the following people:

Adam, Genesis chapters 2 & 3),
Isaac (Genesis 22),
Joseph (Genesis chapters 37 and 39-48),

Moses (seen throughout books of Exodus and Numbers),

Aaron (seen in the books of Exodus and Leviticus),

B . Joshua (Joshua),
Adam disobeyed God when Satan tempted him.
Boaz (Ruth),
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