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The New Testament Letters 
 

The Apostles Wrote Letters to Instruct Congregations  
and Leaders  

 

 

 

 
A very ancient copy of New Testament letters 
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Jude: “I am Jude. I was Jesus’ brother also and grew up with 

Him in Galilee. I was amazed when He first worked miracles. Like 

the other people of Nazareth, I found it hard to believe. But I soon 

saw that he was the Son of God because of what He said and did.” 

Paul: “I am the apostle Paul. I was a strict Pharisee and hated 

believers in Christ. I persecuted them cruelly, until Jesus revealed 

Himself to me on the road to Damascus. Seeing Him in His 

glorified form left me blind for a long time. Now I serve Him 

only.” 

To introduce the Lord’s Supper read 1 John 1:7-10. Explain 

that we confess our sins truthfully to the All Holy One before 

taking the Lord’s Supper, knowing that He washes away our sins 

with the powerful, cleansing blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Let believers give testimonies of praise about how their lives 

have been blessed by following the teaching of the Apostles’ 

letters. 

Memorize together 1 John 2:12-13. Form groups of two or 

three people, to discuss the truths they have just learned about the 

New Testament letters, pray, confirm activity plans and encourage 

one another. 
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Those who teach children should read study #42 for children. 

 

1. Prepare yourself with prayer and the Word of God. 

Prayer: “Lord Jesus, you love your people very much and 

want them to understand and obey the letters that your Apostles 

wrote. Let me help them. Amen.” 

Five of Jesus’ chosen Apostles wrote letters to believers and 

their leaders, which are preserved for us in the New Testament of 

the Bible. 

These Apostles were James, Peter, John, Jude and Paul. All of 

them saw Jesus. They wrote in the first Christian century. Their 

letters are also called Epistles. 

James, a brother of Jesus, became a believer and led the 

believers in Jerusalem. He wrote the Letter of James to Jewish 

Christians from the twelve tribes of Israel scattered across the 

Roman Empire. Find in James 1:22 what he said to do with God’s 

Word. 

Peter became a follower when Jesus told him to leave his 

fishing business. Although Peter publicly denied Jesus, he repented 

and, with James, led the believers in Jerusalem. He wrote the First 

and Second Letters of Peter to Christians dwelling in various parts 

of the Roman Empire, encouraging them to remain faithful even 

when persecuted. Find in 1 Peter 5:10 what God promised through 

Peter to those who suffer for Jesus. 

John had been following John the Baptiser until Jesus called 

him. He was affectionate towards Jesus, and encouraged others to 

show their love to God and to each other. He wrote the First Letter 

of John for all Christians, and Second and Third John to leaders of 

congregations. Find in 1 John 1:4 and 5:13 two reasons why he 

wrote his first letter. 
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Jude, like James, had been a brother of Jesus and became a 

leader in Jerusalem. He wrote the Letter of Jude to warn that false 

teachers were deceiving believers and leading some of them into 

wicked behaviour. Find in Jude 1:3 why he wrote his letter. 

Paul (Saul of Tarsus) was appointed as an Apostle by Jesus 

through a vision. Jesus sent Him to non-Jewish people in many 

cities of the Roman Empire. The New Testament preserves Paul’s 

letters to Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, and Thessalonians, as well as his letters to new leaders 

including Philemon, Timothy and Titus. Paul may have written the 

Letter to the Hebrews to encourage Jewish Christians to keep 

trusting Jesus the Messiah rather than returning to Old Testament 

animal sacrifices. Find in 1 Corinthians 4:14 why Paul wrote to the 

Corinthians. 

The Apostles wrote in the Greek language, which many read 

in those days. They wrote other letters that were not included in the 

New Testament. Believers copied the Apostles’ letters and sent 

them to others (See Col. 4:16). 

Find on the map of the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (below) 

cities to which letters were written. 

2. Plan with your co-workers activities for the coming 
week. 

• Make a list of believers and congregations that you cannot visit 

very often. 

• Discuss together what they need to learn from you. 

• Pray for each of them. 

• Write a letter to them to encourage them, like Paul did. Let all 

of you sign the letter. 
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3. Plan with your co-workers the up-coming worship 
time. 

Explain the reasons listed under Part 1 for which the Epistles 

were written. Explain also that Christians obey the Apostles’ 

commands just as they do the commands of Jesus.  

Let the believers recite from memory favourite verses from the 

Epistles. 

Let the children present the drama and questions that they 

have prepared. 

Show a map of the cities to which Paul wrote his Epistles. (See 

the map at the end of this study.) 

 

Let five adults represent James, Peter, John, Jude and Paul. 

Introduce yourselves as suggested below, and then explain the 

facts about yourself that are listed above under Part 1. 

James: “I am James, the flesh and blood brother of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. I was an overseer of the believers in Jerusalem, and 

had a constant struggle with Jewish believers who wanted to go 

back to the Old Testament Law, instead of trusting in the unearned 

grace of our Lord’s New Covenant.” 

Peter: “I am Peter, the fisherman. I soon saw that Jesus 

fulfilled the prophecies about the promised Messiah. I saw the 

Holy Spirit come upon the first non-Jewish believers in the city of 

Cesarea. That was wonderful! However, it raised serious questions 

among the Jews in Jerusalem.” 

John: “I am John. I wrote so that all people could know for 

sure the things that I witnessed. I saw the Holy Spirit descend on 

Jesus like a dove when He was baptized, and heard the Father’s 

voice thunder from heaven. I saw Jesus after He rose from the 

dead.” 


